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TIM E A ND  ETERN IT Y
IN  

ECC LESIA S T ES  3 : 1 - 1 4

• Different concepts of time 
were known in early societies, 
and this helps to explain this 
part of Ecclesiastes.  

• Three types of time were 
known to the Greeks

• Kairos – a specific point in 
time, a special moment, a 
season, an intervention beyond 
the usual run of time.

• Chronos – the general flow of 
time, the time that we measure 
on clocks and 
CHRONOMETERS.

• Aion – everlasting time, eternal 
time.

( 1 )  
TIM E A ND  S EA SO NS  –

THE R EGU LAR  R HY THM S 
OF LIF E

( K AIR OS)
V V.  1 - 8
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( 2 )
T I M E  A N D  T O I L –

T H E  C H A L L E N G E S  
O F L I F E

( C H R O N O S )

V V.  9 - 11

(3)  TIME AND ETERNITY 
– THE MEANING OF LIFE

(AION)
VV.  11-14

E T E R N A L 
L O N G I N G S

‘ G O D  H A S  S E T  
E T E R N I T Y  I N  

T H E  
H E A RT S … ’

EVER LAS TI N G 
SATISFAC TI ON

‘T H E  G I FT O F  G OD ’


