
Sunday 28th March 2021 
Mark 11:1-11 
Rev,Scott Burton 
Brightons Parish Church 
 
  



Let us pray before we think about God's word 
 
Come Holy Spirit reveal Jesus to us. 
  Come Holy Spirit lead us in the way of Jesus. 
    Come Holy Spirit with power and deep conviction, 
for we ask it in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Boys and girls at home, one and all, do you remember what this means? 
 
Do you remember? 
 
We use this sign language in the Lord's Prayer, and it means kingdom. So we have a 
hand on our head like a crown, you want to join in and maybe join in at home, hand the 
crown and then flat hand in a circle kind of like the land of the kingdom the place where 
the king rules. 
 
So we say ‘Your kingdom come’ in the lord's prayer but why do we say that? 
 
Well, it's because our God is king, Jesus is king. But what kind of king is he and where 
is his kingdom? 
 
So are you ready to do some actions here, and at home, are you ready? 
 
So put your hands up high if you think Jesus is powerful. Hands up high for powerful. 
 
Just keep them low if you don't powerful or not. Oh, lots of hands up high, probably at 
home as well. You can put your hands down. Thank-you for joining in. 
 
So, yes, Jesus is a powerful king. Did you have your hands up at home as well. I hope 
you did because He did lots of miracles, He healed people, He stilled storms. Jesus is a 
powerful king. 
 
Now if you think Jesus was a caring king hands out wide, like a big hug. So was Jesus 
as a caring king or not? What are you choosing at home? Are you choosing out wide or 
not? Lots of hands out wide in here. You can put your hands down again. 
 
Yeah Jesus was a caring king. He cared for other people, he showed that he cared. 
 
Lastly hands out front if you think Jesus was a bossy king. Hands out front if you think 
he was a bossy king, pushing people around, telling them what to do. What are you 
picking at home? Well there's no hands up here, so maybe at home, maybe some of 
you do have your hands out, maybe some of you don't, who knows. Was Jesus a bossy 
king? 
 
Well back when Jesus was here on the earth everybody knew that Jesus was powerful 
just like we do and everybody knew that Jesus was caring and we know that as well but 



people back then hoped and thought that Jesus might also be a bossy king and that 
was because they wanted Him to be the boss, they wanted Him to be the boss and 
make things right especially by bossing out the Romans and telling them to leave their 
country. 
 
So when Jesus rode in into Jerusalem everybody was thinking, here comes this 
powerful, caring, bossy king. Yes, and he's going to get rid of the Romans and we're 
going to have a great place to live in and so they started singing songs ‘Hosanna! God 
save us. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’ They were so excited. 
 
Now, boys and girls, what did Jesus ride in on again? 
 
Was that a big horse ‘neigh’, was it was it an elephant like an Aladdin, was a reindeer 
like in Frozen - you can tell I watch a lot of Disney! 
 
No, it wasn't any of those. What was it? Can you remember? 
 
It was a donkey, and a donkey's not the kind of animal you'd expect a king to ride in on, 
but that's what Jesus did and by doing that he showed he wasn't bossy, he was humble. 
Humble and caring, and even though he was powerful, more powerful than any king and 
actually in the Bible just before our reading today, Jesus said this about himself ‘For 
even the Son of Man (that's Jesus) did not come to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.’ He wasn't a bossy king but He was still king. 
 
So we have to do what he said but he would show his care and his power through 
loving others, helping other people, and people he wanted to be part of His kingdom 
and that's where, boys and girls, there was another surprise about Jesus. Do you 
remember what they were waving and putting on the ground as Jesus came into 
Jerusalem? 
 
They were waving palm branches, and they were putting their coats on the ground, and 
that just sounds, really weird to us does it not? But both of these actions were a sign of 
them welcoming Jesus. They were thinking ‘Yes, here's Jesus our king. He's one of us. 
You're going to help us Jesus, so welcome, be welcome here Jesus.’ 
 
They thought Jesus cared about them. They wanted his kingdom in that, just that one 
place, and other people were barred. Other people would be kept at a distance. Other 
people were not welcome. 
 
Boys and girls, do you think that was true or not true about Jesus? What are the adults 
in here gonna pick true or not true about Jesus? I'm seeing a lot of thumbs down - not 
true about Jesus - He'd shown that He'd come for one and all. Any who would welcome 
Him into their lives. Because Jesus is king, He's powerful, He's caring, He's humble and 
His kingdom is now spread all across the world, and everyone is welcome into His 
kingdom if they choose Jesus as their king, and I think that would have been a surprise 
and even a disappointment for a lot of people because they wanted Jesus to be their 



king, and meet their expectations. They wanted Jesus to be their king and sort out their 
problems. They didn't want a king who would care about other people and especially not 
people who were on the outside, but that's the kind of king Jesus is. He's the king who 
came to serve and to serve people on the outside as much as on the inside, and I 
wonder friends, if that's something we sometimes forget as well. 
 
Christian writer N.T Wright said this ‘Have we so domesticated and trivialized our 
Christian commitment, our devotion to Jesus Himself, that we look on Him simply as 
someone to help us through the various things we want to do anyway, someone to 
provide us with comforting religious experiences.” 
 
Basically is Jesus just about me and my agenda? Do I expect Jesus simply to meet my 
expectations? or am I willing to be surprised and even challenged by Jesus? Can I 
recognize that His kingdom is bigger than Brightons, or the British churches, or the 
Church in Scotland? Can I. do we realize that Jesus cares about the people who are not 
here today and who are not tuning in today as much as he cares for you and for me? 
And I wonder, do we care for that as much as Jesus does? or is our focus on ourselves, 
on our place of worship, on the stuff we want from Jesus? or can we learn to follow our 
king and care for the same things He cared about? 
 
Boys and girls, one and all, I pray that we would be more like Jesus, that we'd follow our 
king. Our king whose kingdom extends to the whole of the earth. Now a king who came 
to make this possible so that one and all could be part of his kingdom and He gave his 
life to make that possible. Might we then be a people who follow in His footsteps, who 
follow the way of the Cross and help others across the Braes to know Jesus, and 
through knowing Him, to have hope a hope that is steadfast and sure? 
 
May it be so, Amen. 


